








Mavyor Richardson Economic Development

Introduced by Prepared by
CEDA February 11,2020
Referred to Date

RESOLUTION R-03-20

THE CITY OF FITCHBURG SUPPORTS THE VISION FOR THE COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS PROMOTING THE ARTS (COPA)

WHEREAS, the City of Fitchburg and Fitchburg Chamber Visitor + Business Bureau partnered
in 2012 to develop an economic development strategic plan and brand architecture for the City
and updated that plan, called the “City in Motion” in 2018; and

WHEREAS, several of the initiatives and action items noted in the “City in Motion” are to
promote and foster arts and culture in the City with a focus on inclusivity; and

WHEREAS, as the City looks to redevelop the North Fish Hatchery Road area, Vandewalle and
Associates recognizes that the City has a niche market in the neighborhood that focuses on
businesses dedicated to the arts; and

WHEREAS Mr. Dale Sticha, a local musician and business owner realized this niche and
envisions constructing a $35 million dollar, 70,000 square foot facility called the “CoPA:
(Community Organizations Promoting the Arts) that would provide an underserved population
access to the arts and workforce development opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the CoPA would provide theatre and rehearsal space, administration offices,
classrooms, practice rooms, design and workshop space and an entertainment Rathskellar; and

WHEREAS, the CoPA would enhance the redevelopment efforts of the City in the North Fish
Hatchery Road corridor; and

WHEREAS, the creative industries in Wisconsin have an annual economic impact of $9.7
billion; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for this type of facility within the greater Madison area and
Fitchburg’s location within the region makes it the perfect location for the CoPA.

NOW BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fitchburg Common Council hereby acknowledges the need
for additional space for arts and culture and supports the vision of bringing the CoPA facility to
the City of Fitchburg.



Adopted this 24t day of March, 2020.

Aaron Richardson, Mayor

Tracy Oldenburg, City Clerk
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